
For the Syracuse Poster Project’s 
2023 poster series, we offer writers new 

“spirit prompts” and invite them to provide 
a poem for a special State Fair poster.

Submit haiku and other short form poetry 
about Central New York experience. 
Establish Syracuse as a place of civic art!

Right: Draft of State Fair poster illustrated 
by Lydia Nichols, returning poster artist. 
Lydia’s poster awaits a poem in the “spirit 
of blue ribbons.”

Left: From the 2022 poster series, 
Thomas Harris’s illustration of 
Cynthia Perrine’s haiku:

Sidewalk musician, 
the shoppers stop to listen. 
Sweet sounds fill the air.

Below: Naomi Masingale, outreach 
worker, at the Syracuse Arts & Crafts Fest. 
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Dear Writer, 

The Syracuse Poster Project invites you to 
participate in our 22nd annual poetry 
poster series. 

As you might recall, last year we 
freshened up the annual series by 
introducing the theme “10 Syracuse 
Spirits” and allowing short poems outside 
the tradition of haiku. For 2023, we’ll 
continue to welcome other short form 
poetry, introduce new spirit prompts, and 
add one more twist—a special “reverse 
process” poster. 

If you've submitted poetry before, 
consider yourself part of a venerable 
tradition of public art for Syracuse. 
Keep contributing by submitting fresh 
work or sharing this invitation with a 
fellow writer. 

If you’re new to the project, think of it as a 
chance to contribute to the city’s culture. 

Nine of the 10 posters for 2023 will 
continue the tradition of poets submitting 
poems, followed by artists illustrating 
those poems. For the 10th poster, we’ve 
commissioned Lydia Nichols to create an 
image related to the New York State Fair. 
Lydia first created a poster for us in 2007 
when she was an illustration student at 
Syracuse University. She’s now a well-
established professional with a portfolio 
full of bright, whimsical work. 

Writers can submit a single poem to 
complement Lydia’s State Fair illustration 
and up to three poems for the traditional 
aspect of the project. You can still submit 

haiku, but we also accept short three- to 
four-line poems in the spirit of haiku. 

As for our “spirit prompts,” we’ve come 
up with a variety of new spirits in hope of 
eliciting fresh thoughts on the unique 
character of Central New York. 

Here are the 2023 “spirits”: 

 Spirit of Parks and Wild Places. 

 Spirit of Community Friendship. 

 Spirit of Historic Architecture. 

 Spirit of Regional Flavors. 

 Spirit of Street Music and Buskers. 

 Spirit of Ancestral Guidance. 

 Spirit of Native Flora and Fauna. 

 Spirit of Cultural Acceptance. 

 Spirit of Cozy Wintering. 

 Spirit of Timeworn Treasures. 

Think of these as muses, personae, or 
architypes—the essence of places and 
experiences that make our region special. 

Write with local specificity. This will also 
be the goal for artists, but it begins with 
you. How can you specify the Syracuse or 
Central New York experience over the 
generic, anywhere experience? And how 
can you do so by describing and alluding 
rather than outright naming?  

You may write about a place, experience, 
or encounter within the realm of a 
particular spirit. Or, if you’re feeling bold, 
you may write in the voice of a spirit. 

We’ll select three semi-final poems for the 
State Fair poster and have Lydia select 
the final poem. We’ll then select top 

“spirit” poems to pass along for artists’ 
consideration. An independent panel will 
then select artists’ best work for a series 
of 10 posters. 

If your poem inspires a poster... 

 You’ll see your work illustrated. 

 You’ll get two 11x17” prints of 
your poster. 

 The poster with your poem and name 
on it will appear in the poster panels along 
Salina and Warren streets, downtown. 

 You’ll be a special guest at our 
unveiling celebration for the new posters 
in April.  

 You’ll get additional exposure. We also 
disseminate our work by selling posters 
and mounting a digital display that travels 
to cafes, restaurants, stores, and other 
public places. 

Deadline: Submit poems by Sept. 30. 

Results: We announce selected poets 
and artists at the end of December. 
We release posters in April and display 
them downtown throughout the year. 

Looking for more ways to engage? 
Read our poetry blog at: 
syracuseposterprojectblog.wordpress.com 

Visit our website to see guidelines for 
artists, buy posters, read poets’ and 
artists’ comments, view guidelines for 
haiku, buy books on haiku, download free 
cards, and explore an interactive map of 
poster places: 
www.posterproject.org. 

http://www.posterproject.org/



