
With the Syracuse Poster Project’s 
2022 poster series, we enter a third 
decade of bringing together poets and 
artists to create civic art for Syracuse!

To keep things fresh, we’re initiatating a 
new theme for our annual call for poetry: 

“Seven Syracuse Spirits.”

This was partly inspired by certain posters 
from our archives. Here we share a few 
of them to give you a sense of poetic and 
artistic possibilities.

Left: From the current poster series, 
Picasso Dular’s illustration of 
Kathleen Wheatley’s haiku:

Sweet apple orchards 
Cinnamon spice flooded dreams 
Wake me up, autumn!

Right: From the 2012 poster series, 
Mary “Katie” Martello’s illustration of 
Scott Austin’s haiku:

Birdhouses appear 
overnight on Meadowbrook 
Neighborhood magic

Below: the 2021 poster series on 
display outside the South Salina 
Street post office.

2022 
Seven
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Spirits



27 August 2021 

Dear Writer, 

The Syracuse Poster Project invites you to 
participate in our 21st annual series of 
poetry posters. 

We’re excited to be entering a third 
decade. We hope you’ll sign on for  
the adventure… 

Adventure? Yes, with your help we’re 
refreshing our creative collaboration. 

In the past we’ve asked poets for haiku 
poems about downtown, the city at large 
or the nearby countryside. Each haiku 
then stood a chance of being selected by 
an artist and illustrated as a poster. 

We’re keeping the mix of poetry and art 
but altering the poetic prompt. We’ll now 
produce posters on the theme of 
“Seven Syracuse Spirits.” 

We’re also relaxing our reliance on 
standard haiku. In addition to haiku, we’ll 
now accept short, three- to four-line 
poems in the spirit of haiku. 

A few of our followers question this 
change, but most say they like it. 
So: onward creative souls! 

With brainstorming help from poets and 
artists, we’ve come up with a series of 
“Syracuse Spirits.” Think of these as 
muses, personae, or architypes—the 
essence of places and experiences that 
make our region special. 

Writers can select up to three spirits and 
submit one poem for each of their 
selected spirits. We’ll select top poems to 
pass along for artists’ consideration. 

A committee will then select artists’ best  
work for a series of seven posters.  

Here are the 2022 “spirits” 
(more than seven in case some of them 
fail to inspire): 

Spirit of playground kindness. 

Spirit of neighborhood harmony. 

Spirit of school snow days. 

Spirit of swift feet. 

Spirit of historic architecture. 

Spirit of bike-borne boom boxes. 

Spirit of Onondaga Creek. 

Spirit of immigrant welcome. 

Spirit of ancestral guidance. 

Spirit of love in nature. 

Spirit of well weeded gardens. 

For these last weeks of summer, attune 
yourself to these prompts. What local 
encounters, experiences or sentiments 
evoke a particular spirit? 

The key word here is “local.” We’re 
seeking expressions of place that evoke 
the character of Central New York. 
This will also be the goal for artists, but it 
begins with you. How can you specify 
Syracuse or Central New York experience 
over generic, anywhere experience? 
And how can you do so by describing and 
alluding rather than outright naming? 

As for evoking spirits, you may write 
about a place, experience, or encounter 
within the realm of a particular spirit. 
Or, if you’re feeling bold, you may write in 
the voice of a particular spirit. 

If your poem inspires a poster... 

You’ll see your work illustrated. 

 You’ll get two 11x17” prints of 
your poster. 

The poster with your poem and name 
on it will appear in the poster panels along 
Salina and Warren streets, downtown. 

You’ll be a special guest at our 
unveiling celebration for the new posters 
in April.  

You’ll get additional exposure. We also 
disseminate our work by selling posters 
and mounting a digital display that travels 
to cafes, restaurants, stores, and other 
public places. 

Deadline: Submit work by Sept. 30. 

Results: We announce selected poets 
and artists at the end of December. 
We release posters in April and display 
them downtown throughout the year. 

Looking for more ways to engage? 
Read our poetry blog at: 
syracuseposterprojectblog.wordpress.com 

And visit our website to see guidelines for 
artists, buy posters, read poets’ and artists’ 
comments, view guidelines for haiku, buy 
books on haiku, download free cards, and 
explore an interactive map of poster places: 
www.posterproject.org. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Project Coordinator 

http://www.posterproject.org/

