
2020 Poster by poet Garrett Heater and artist Rebecca Miller

Poet: Shari Hemsley
Artist: Alexandra Grant

In 2021 the Syracuse Poster Project 
celebrates its 20th anniversary. We will  
have created more than 320 poetry 
posters for the city’s kiosks!

We invite you to participate in this 
special poster series. Write haiku about 
downtown, the city or the countryside, or 
on the special theme of the city’s historic 
past or its future potential. For inspiration, 
consider these images:

Left: Rebecca Miller’s illustration of 
Garrett Heater’s haiku:

The ghosts of yester
sequestered in their oak grove
welcome each new dawn.

Historic characters: 
Father Simon Le Moyne, Harriet Tubman, 
a Haudenosaunee and others.

Right: Syracuse urban development 
scene from 1962. How will Syracuse of 
the future be different, as imagined by 
poets and artists? It’s your turn to wield 
the pointer! 
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Below: 321 South Salina Street with 
2019 poster by poet Carolyn Senft 
and artist Jamie Santos.



 
27 July 2020 

Dear Writer, 

The Syracuse Poster Project invites you to 
participate in our 20th annual series of 
poetry posters. 

We’re proud to be celebrating our 20th 
anniversary, and we want you to take pride, 
too. If you've submitted poetry before, consider 
yourself part of a venerable tradition of public 
art for Syracuse. Keep contributing by 
submitting fresh work, sharpening earlier 
submissions or sharing this invitation with 
a friend. 

If you’re new to the project, think of it as a 
chance to contribute to the city’s culture. 

Each year, we reach out to poets for haiku 
poems about downtown, the city at large or 
the nearby countryside. Each haiku stands a 
chance of becoming an illustrated poster. 

New for 2021: We’ll celebrate our anniversary 
with a variety of special products and initiatives 
throughout the year. To start, we’re offering 
writers an alternative to our general focus on 
life in Central New York. For this special 
theme, consider writing about the city’s historic 
past or its future potential. 

You can submit up to three haiku. We’ll select 
150 top haiku to pass along for artists’ 
consideration. A committee will then select 
artists’ best work for a series of up to 16 
posters. Posters will be displayed in the 
downtown poster panels starting in April.

 
Please devote these last weeks of summer to 
experiencing and reflecting on the culture, 
history and potential of our city. Syracuse 
distinguishes itself through multiculturalism. 
What special perspective do you bring to the 
mix? How can you convey the depth of your 
experience in the few words of haiku? 
Delve into this and send us your best work. 

Good haiku wakes us up to a poet’s direct 
experience. Be direct, honest and original. 
Look beyond the places and experiences that 
have already inspired posters. Seek fresh, 
unpredictable language. Don’t feel obligated to 
write upbeat, optimistic poems. Embrace 
authentic experience and raw truth. 

Need a prompt? For haiku on the city’s 
historic past or future potential, we ask you to 
time travel. Two of your best tickets to the past 
can be found at: 

Syracuse Then and Now 
www.syracusethenandnow.org 

Onondaga Historical Association 
www.cnyhistory.org/explore/videos 

As for the future, what new poetic moment will 
the city offer you in decades to come? Take a 
cue from the following haiku by Ellen Agnew, 
one of our long-standing contributors: 

Onondaga Creek 
dreams of a future hosting 
bloom-decked gondolas 

Be bold, aspirational, visionary and futuristic! 

 
If your poem inspires a poster... 
You’ll see your work illustrated. 
 You’ll get two 11x17” prints of your poster. 
The poster with your poem and name on it 
will appear in the poster panels along Salina 
and Warren streets, downtown. 
You’ll be a special guest at our unveiling 
celebration for the new posters in April.  
You’ll get additional exposure. Posters are 
available for sale, and a set of framed prints 
goes on rotating loan to exhibit spaces, 
including the Civic Center and libraries. 

Deadline: Submit work by Sept. 4. 

Results: We announce selected poets 
at the end of December. 

Have faith: Keep submitting poems! 
We’re always developing new ways to share 
your work with the public. If your haiku have 
yet to result in a poster, maybe they’ve made it 
into our poetry blog. Check out the blog at: 
syracuseposterprojectblog.wordpress.com 

And make sure to visit our website to buy 
posters, read poets’ and artists’ comments, 
view guidelines for haiku, buy books on haiku, 
download free poetry cards and explore an 
interactive map of poster places: 
www.posterproject.org. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Project Coordinator 

http://www.posterproject.org/

