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Poetry
Posters
Poets write haiku about the city and / or
one haiku for a special poster by
Nicora Gangi. Syracuse University art
students create posters based on the
haiku of their choice.The city displays the
best 16 posters in kiosks along Salina
and Warren streets. We reach the larger
community by selling poster prints.

Artist: Nicora Gangi*
Poet: to be determined

Pictured here: Posters from 2017.
Deadline for new haiku: Sept. 8.
New posters appear: April 2018.
Right top:
*Special poster by Nicora Gangi,
awaiting poem.

Posters on South Salina Street.

2018
Syracuse
Poster
Project

Right bottom:
Benjamin keeps watch
While freedom rings each morning
A caffeine buzzer.
Left: (second poster)
Snowflakes hitch a ride
Like an uninvited guest
Leave my scarf dripping

Poet: Erin Stepowany
Artist: Laura Mead
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Poster by artist Bobby Davison and poet Rosalyn Carroll.

2018

Right bottom:
Blossoms burst above!
a lacey white canopy
reigns in Franklin Square
Left:
Canal weeds shimmy
up to the surface as sun
fish play hide and seek

Poet: Susan Stiles
Artist: Amber Roach

11 August 2017
Dear Writer,
The Syracuse Poster Project invites you to
participate in its 17th annual series of
poetry posters.
If you've submitted poetry before, consider
contributing more, honing earlier submissions
or sharing this invitation with a friend. If you’re
new to the project, think of it as a chance to
contribute to the city’s culture.
Each year, we reach out to poets for haiku
poems about downtown, the city at large or the
nearby countryside. Each haiku stands a
chance of being illustrated by a class of senior
illustration students at Syracuse University.
This year, we will also create a special poster
by reversing the typical process. We offer you
an image, and ask you to complement it with
a poem.
You can submit up to three haiku to the
traditional contest. We then select one haiku
from each poet to pass along to the illustration
students. Each of approximately 25 students
creates a poster, using the haiku of the
student’s choice.
For the special poster, Syracuse artist
Nicora Gangi created an image of the city as a
place of welcome to all people and cultures.
If the image moves you, consider submitting a
haiku to complement it. (View a large version at
http://tinyurl.com/GangiPoster)
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An ad hoc committee will select three semifinal haiku for the special poster. Gangi will
select the winning haiku. We will then select
the best 15 posters from the student artists.
All 16 posters will be displayed in the
downtown poster panels, starting in April.

Deadline: Submit work by Friday, Sept. 8.

Please devote these last weeks of summer to
experiencing the culture, pleasures, and
peculiarities of our city. Syracuse has a strong,
multi-cultural community. What special
perspective do you bring to the mix? How can
you convey the depth of your experience in the
few words of haiku? Delve into this and send
us your best work.

tinyurl.com/splashpoetry
View a video about our splash poetry project.
In the spring, we stenciled 10 haiku on
downtown sidewalks using special spray paint
that shows up only when it gets wet.

Good haiku wakes us up to a poet’s direct
experience. So be direct, honest and original.
Look beyond the places and experiences that
have already inspired posters. Seek fresh,
unpredictable language. Don’t feel obligated to
write upbeat, optimistic poems. Embrace
raw truth.
If your poem inspires a poster...
 You’ll see your work illustrated.
 You’ll get two 11x17” prints of your poster.
The poster with your poem and name on it
will appear in the poster panels along Salina
and Warren streets, downtown.
 You’ll get additional exposure.
Prints of the posters are available for sale, and
a set of framed prints goes on rotating loan to
exhibit spaces, including the Civic Center and
the branch libraries.

Notification: We notify poets of selection
in December.
Have faith: Keep submitting poems.
We’re always developing new ways to share
your work with the public. For example:

syracuseposterprojectblog.wordpress.com
Poet Rosalyn Carroll blogs about haiku from
our archives.
www.posterproject.org. Visit our website
to buy posters, read poet and artists’
comments, view guidelines for haiku, buy
books on haiku, download poetry cards, and
explore an interactive map of poster places.
Shop for posters at these stores:
The Copy Center, 131 S. Salina St.
Eureka Crafts, 210 Walton St.
The Art Store, 935 Erie Blvd. East.
Join us: If you like what we do, help us make
it happen. Join us as a volunteer, intern, or
board member.
Sincerely,

Project Coordinator
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